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TWAS 11 YEARS QLD THE LAST TIME | RODE A 500. IT WAS 1985 AND MY BROTHER DAVID LET
ME TAKE A SPIN ABDARD HIS FACTORY HONDA. IT WAS A RIDE, TO SAY THE LEAST, BUT 1
WASNT QUITE AT THE LEVEL BACK THEN TO REALLY IT. BY THE TIME I WAS OLD ENOUGH
AND ABLE ENOUGH TO RIDE A 500 TO [T5 POTENTIAL—WELL, MEAR ITS POTENTIAL—THE CLASS
HAD STARTED TO FHASE OUT, AND HAS SINCE BECOME NEARLY EXTINCT. IT'S FOR THIS REASOM
ALGHE THAT | HAVENT GIVEN A SINGLE THOUGHT TD THROWING A LEG OVER THE MIGHTY TW-
STROKE BEAST IN YEARS, 50 WHEN 1 GOT THE CALL FROM THMX TO COME OUT AND J0IN THEM
FOR A DAY IN THE SUM ON THE 2004 SERVICE HONDA CRSD0AF LIMITED EDITION, 1 WAS PRETTY
STOKED. THIS WAS MY OPPORTUNITY TO LEARM FIRST-HAND THE TYPE OF POWER THAT LED MY
EROTHER TO TW0 500cc HATIONAL chMmmm]mmmfmm
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{nce my reseanch was complete it was off in
Ebse Erack, Iﬂuﬂpumptdﬂlal]’l.nf’.ﬂrl:‘m‘m
carty to evsure that [ didn't misz a second of
traci time om the Servioe Honda, My exotement
dirminished slightly. howewer. as 1 olled Ento
Cahiflla that moming. From a distance, the
track appeared as if it hadn't been prepped at
all after the theee days of practice sessiors and
Pat juist provious to our big dag, AsT gok cloges
it became an arm-pamping realization that oy
mpet hadnt deceisnd me. The track was mugh. ..
Mo, rextd roagh! And from the mecens heat wave
wr've experienced In Solal. in was doyand sick,
e Licleily, ths nbglitmane I'd gazed into only
Lasted & spli second befose 1easght fisst glance
of the CRE00AF Limited Edition. The biloe can’t
heltp bist put & smile on yoer face, A brand-new
frickesd out 500 't something thal you get (o
ser everpday, ard with all of the custom-1noking
bells and whistles that T siready mentioned, this
thing was moutbeaternng.

Whven 1 Eined her up for the frst time, [ hoxnd
a pourd that was swaner, crisper, and deep
than most of the e school MX Bads kv sen
heand m their Lees. You dont sven nesd 1o rids
it to kenow that this bilee 15 fo ol in the power
departmment. | immediaiely thoew my leg o
and set ot to hunt down the perfect spot for
Swaps Canon 1o capture this boast. On the
track | galred immadiate mepect for the Gemce
;ﬂmrn[rmmHnnu‘H‘.D.Tl'rmﬁﬂ rolky
on smogthly at first, but it dossnt talor long
befiooe the mid-mnge hit comes an so abruptly
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that even seasoned rlders get a case of
white kruckle. The cure? Up shift! |
kenow, .. Sounds eraey ko up shift ona
kel that has mose power than most
of 12 benerer wehat 1o do with, but that’s
the eqly way to smacth this haby out
e adjusted & the delivery of the
stromg poswesband, [ had an absclute
blast on Ehds bilke. The hardest part
wae ndjusting o how much moee
quickly yoa appenach the jumgs
and eosmens. | foand mysell having
1o bk farther abead on the track
tham weual, mich e drving a
skafter keart.

Caming knbo eosmet: srach Bater
was & Faizly easy ik to handls,
Bavweser, wnth the bnceedible
turmirg capahility of the CES0O.
The stoul CR500 powerpland
nestled immide of & CRIZS

chassis allows for quick tureang

ared great pedictabslity when

Eving o notw and  delivens

an unexpected Bghines o

a 500. The MX Tech Kawaba saspension felt
splid, bt the reugher-than-usus] Cahuills
track made fime-buning extremely Sfficult.
With thees differest test ridems faking tums
of the bike, muspesaion settings remained the
way thesy were when the hike was receiwed fom
senvice Honda. For me the bike felt shghily
rigd and wouldn't settle into a staight line
when tmcking thosgh the bmling buampa
Cverall thaugh, 1 felt e T could maks somi
mincs adjustments to the suspendben and this
tiireg wrald be maghcal. Although | felt slower
and s able to be spgressive on the bike the
vy it was set up, EY Ap Times wer actoally a
Litthe ower oo sscond [dster than hede an our
modified CRFLE0R. [ quess big power actuslly
does make hig gains!

After nding the Sorvice Honda (RSMAF
Limited Fdition youll be thmwing the rest
af wour bikes apourd 1de an XRS0. The ride-
abiity of the big two-stroke definitely varies
depending on the rider, bowever. The 500
requires a great deal of patience and smoocth
ridipey, For those of you who hawe choronic arm
puzp, the Epstein-Bam vinus, or a Supeocooss
anly comtract. this is not the bilee for you. |
would recommend this bie o ammone who
can afford an extra practice/play bile, oo for
the regular sand sider or desert-goers This
bike's for you! Usdortunately, buying a 500
for race purposes would be very Ersppointing
now that the class is all but extinet at mnst
Incal cacetmcks Although .. The Mammoth
Motocross & thghi around the comer. Akh... |
can see the Boleshols mow! %'

2004 CRSO0AF SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE

Enging Type: S00cc lguid-cooled, tingle-
cylindet, two-sirgke

Bore ard Stroke: 89mim 1 T3

Compression Rati: 5,80

Induction: Eght pelal feed valve
Carburetion: 33mem fal-slide
DRIVE TRAIN

Trarsmission: Close-ratio fve-tpoed
| Final Drive: 8520 chain; IT/GET
CHASSIS / SUSPENSION | BRAKES

Frornt Suspenilon: d&man imeerted Kayaba
cartridge lork with iB-poidion rebedind
angd 20-pasition comrEssicn damping
atjustablity, 120 nches of traved

Resr Sugpansien: Pro Link Kapaba single
thork with spring prefoad, F0-posifion
rebound  damping  adjustabi®ty, and
Carmpres sion dampan 2 justmant separatoed
o low spead (B8 positicnsy and high speed
(2.0 turnsl; E2.5 ine bes Eravel,

Frant Brake: Single 240mm disc with Twin-
s lon caliper

Rear Brake: Swnighs 240mm dise
Frant Tine: B0/ 10:0-21

Rear Tie: H0/90-19
DIMEMSIONS |
Rake: 2053 dﬂre:ﬁ
Teall: MO Amm

Wheelbase: 5T.4 inched

Seat Helghl: 373 Inches
rownd Clearande: 1306 inthes
r‘-';llr.';'-';l'i."«l;ll'l'l'l 2138 pounds

Fuet Capacity: 2.0 gallons
OTHER

Avallable Colors: White

Model ID: CR500AF Limited Edition
Price: 59630

AVERAGE LAP TIMES:
CRSO0AF Limited Edition V3. CRFASOR

CRS0O0AF LE
| bonn Maeda: 150,69

S LE ] BHII!F'F; 15344
Ryan Copley: 149.03
CRF450R =
Donn Masda: 159,06
| Wit Baibey: 15502

Ryan Copley: 153,78
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